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mind to take one of the many wrong directions
he had been thinking of, Drake was already
far on his way north to found New Albion.

Drake's triumph over all difficulties had won
the hearts of his men more than ever before,
while the capture of the treasure ship had done
nothing to loosen the bonds of discipline. Don
Francisco de Zarate wrote a very intimate account
of his experience as a prisoner on board the
Golden Hind. "The English captain is one of the
greatest mariners at sea, alike from his skill and
his powers of command. His ship is a very fast
sailer and her men are all skilled hands of warlike
age and so well trained that they might be old
soldiers of the Italian tertias/ the crack corps of
the age in Spanish eyes. *He is served with
much plate and has all possible kinds of delicacies
and scents, many of which he says the Queen of
England gave him. None of the gentlemen sit
or cover in his presence without first being or-
dered to do so. They dine and sup to the music
of violins. His galleon carries about thirty guns
and a great deal of ammunition.* This was in
marked contrast to the common Spanish practice,
even on the Atlantic side. The greedy exploiters
of New Spain grudged every ton of armament